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Members the Medical Library 


Please accept thanks for the honor you have conferred 
making your President, position esteemed most 
highly. predecessors this office have been such dictinction 
that hope the lustre resulting from their services this society 
may fall some measure and help blind you whatever 
shortcomings there may part. 

our Secretary, Dr. Ruhrah, the alert, resourceful hard work- 
er, always the lookout for the best interests the Society, 
are indebted for the continued growth and success this body 
medical library workers. And Miss Noyes, the faithful guardian 
the “Exchange” Baltimore, our thanks are due for her loyal 
work keeping touch with the various medical libraries, large 
and small, throughout the country. The amount money her 
disposal times almost microscopic, and yet she continues her 
important work the entire satisfaction all. 

June, 1905, the Association met this hall under the presi- 
dency Dr. James Chadwick, whose death September the 
same year was great loss the cause medical libraries this 
country. had always taken such active part what was, 
his early years, pioneer work promoting the knowledge and use 
medical literature, that there was one who could quite fill the 
place left empty his untimely death. 

1906 the Association again met this hall, under the charge 
Dr. Jacobi, another landmark among the benefactors medical 
libraries, whose generosity did not cease with his life, but you 
all know, his will remembered this Association giving 
large number valuable books from his library, which Miss 
Noyes has distributed according his expressed wishes. 


The meeting here 1906 was arranged coincide 


with that the Association, and there were 
many matters which claimed our attention addition those be- 
longing solely our Society. 

Today, fifteen vears later, the American Medical Association 
again meets Boston and meet with them, not members 
that Association, but think can truly say that the work done 
the librarians our Association for the members the American 
Medical Association such value that there hardly im- 
portant paper read any the sections this present week 
which some you have not had hand, looking veri- 
fying references which serve sort backbone these papers. 
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Boston welcomes you here today and the Boston Medical Library, 
through me, wishes you pleasant and profitable visit the city 
whose many attractions are gladly placed your disposal. 

June 1921. 


THE RELATION THE LARGE MEDICAL LIBRARY 
THE COMMUNITY 


The President this Association custom expected 
address you some topic having probable interest for those who 
are engaged looking after the literary needs the medical pro- 
fession. There has been much activity recent years refer- 
ence historical subjects are many well developed 
plans for still greater work that direction medical librarians, 
that has seemed not inadvisable turn our attention this 
evening different phase library interest and discuss some 
the important relations which large medical library should sus- 
tain the general, well the medical, community. 

Medical libraries years ago were small affairs, whose prin- 
cipal business was get together fair-sized collection stand- 
ard books and surgery and some the most important 
current periodicals for the use comparatively few doctors, 
whose moderate annual contributions were sufficient meet the 
necessary expenses. Many these books were gifts from societies 
and doctors who longer had use for them. 

With the growth scientific medicine, its laboratories and re- 
search work, the appearance the Index Catalogue, the general 
interest health problems, hygiene and sanitation, with all these 
factors operation, the medical library has taken new lease 
life, outgrowing its quarters most appalling fashion, growth 
which must continue and increase, because the demand for the latest 
information all departments medical science continues ex- 
pand and the supply shows sign abating. This particularly 
apparent now that the volumes held back the war are again pour- 
ing us. New fields and topics are seen have medical affilia- 
tions which not long ago either did not exist had particular 
attraction for medical men. How many books 
psycho-analysis, mental healing, biological chemistry, were your 
shelves years ago? the other hand, consider how many new 
subjects you have had add your classification list the last 
years. Who can tell what another years may bring the shape 
material needing space which even now almost impossible 
furnish? 

great increase interest medical matters the part 
parents and teachers has come from the daily medical examinations 


thousands school children. And similar way, the physical 
examinations applicants for work large corporations have 
created medical interest where formerly the densest ignorance and 
indifference prevailed. The great increase the number and size 
institutions for the insane and feeble-minded, with their scien- 
tific investigations and publications, has like influence. 

merely indicate how ever increasing number the com- 
munity taking larger and larger interest medicine and health 
and wishes get touch with some the helpful books med- 
ical subjects. The medical profession contains portion only 
those who are need such knowledge. reading the daily 
papers, with their health columns and discussions 
theories and discoveries, cannot help noticing very lively in- 
terest the part the public subjects which, not very long 


ago, were supposed the monopoly the medical 


Without developing the question further, think you will agree 
with that the former idea that medical library could have inter- 
est for the medical profession only, longer holds true. When 
the library was small and was used but little and very limited 
clientele, the medical profession was able support but now that 
the number persons, other than physicians, genuinely interested 
some phase medical literature perhaps larger than the med- 
ical profession, the entire expense providing and administering 
this increasing material more than the medical profession should 
expected assume without assistance. 

the large medical library does not open its collections, under 
suitable restrictions, course, the portion the general public 
occasionally desirous consulting good medical literature with 
the help experienced librarians, who will supply this demand? 
Certainly not the general public library, which only too glad 
rid all medical material except few books popular medi- 
cine and hygiene. The public library knows little, and consequently 
cares little about medical books. This natural enough, because 
many these books are soon out date and the supplying the 
increasing number new books, often unfamiliar subjects, 
expensive and looked unnecessary. 

The public library supported public funds, and there 
large number citizens who object all schools medicine 
have liking for medical appropriations. The various sects 
irregular medicine add the impression that one doctor good 
another and thus tend weaken the confidence politicians 
educated physicians. 

May not draw the following conclusions? medical 
library has reached stage great and increasing expansion; its 
books are being used ever widening circle readers, non- 
medical well medical, and the library refers all 
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inquiries for medical information. But the public authorities 
not consider medical library proper object for financial assist- 
ance, other than the omission taxes the ground that 
educational institution. 

There remains the community large source help, 
whose attention the merits and needs the library should pre- 
sented. think that the public whole has but very imperfect 
idea what the present modern, medical library can and does 
for the community. The old idea that merely sort doctors’ 
club should dispelled, for has basis fact. The meetings 
medical societies may fill some the halls with doctors the 
evenings, but during the day time well the evening the 
library staff busy supplying reading matter all who apply for 
it, whether they contribute its support other words, 
the small private medical library has become, many ways, large 
public library, which the public should contribute, and probably 
would understood the situation. 


medical friends the ways which the library serving the public. 
Its halls and reading rooms should shown from time time 
and exhibitions important books and pictures might well 
described the public press, thus serving attract the library 
many who would not otherwise know its great usefulness. 
can pointed out that letters are received from far and near asking 
for addresses doctors other states and countries, for informa- 
tion about health resorts, special hospitals, titles books about 
new remedies, questions often requiring much time the library 
staff, but always cheerfully answered, whether the inquirer 
member the library not. could also describe how books 
are loaned, through public libraries, individuals and institutions 
other cities and states, thus increasing the radius the library’s 
usefulness. Still another point the great value the library 
depository which can sent for safe keeping the various arti- 
cles likely astray unless some one especially trained the 
importance looking after such material has charge them. 

What can hope gain thus showing our merits and our 
needs more active fashion that has hitherto been considered 
proper for medical There are many generous persons 
every community who are glad contribute institution 
that earnestly working for the public welfare, and those who give 
once are all the more likely give again. And not too much 
expect that legacy, perhaps from some unlooked for source, 
may received. 

bear mind our own increasing duties the public, the 
public will likely come our aid when called upon, but 
should kept informed what are trying for the advan- 
tage the whole community and not the medical profession alone. 


MINUTES THE 24TH ANNUAL MEETING 


Monday, June 1921. 


The 24th Annual Meeting the Medical Library Association was 
called order Sprague Hall, the Boston Medical Library, Mon- 
day, June 1921, 10.15 M., the President, Dr. John 
Farlow. After the registration members and guests, the minutes 
the last meeting were adopted printed the Bulletin. The fol- 
lowing program was then carried out: 


Address welcome, Dr. John Farlow, Boston, Mass. 


Report Committee Standard Classification, Mr. James 
Ballard, Boston Medical Library. 

Some the discussion was follows: 

Miller: Suggested that would useful someone could 
devise way incorporating the medical library system classifica- 
tion system general classification already used, make 
use university library. 

Dr. Garrison: Had previously suggested that some letter stand for 
medicine and under that the main divisions. The Library 
Congress gives medicine under “R” and includes bacteriology, biology, 
and many important subjects. rule all these sciences could 
included the medical classification because they are very closely 
related medicine. 

Dr. Macfarlane: Spoke the library like building books. 
Although all us, occupy building, must see many changes 
which would like make, would not take down make them. 
The idea would prevent future all the mistakes the past 
that beginner might eliminate these. His idea was that the library 
building books which want all facilities. 

Mrs. Myers: adoption special classification large 
university library would recommendation for other medical 
libraries. She asked Harvard had reclassified entirely since adopting 
the Boston Medical Library classification. 

Miss Whitman replied that they had not reclassified yet, but are 
gradually doing so. Physiology reclassified and brought into the 
new classification. Biology and anatomy will brought in, she hoped. 
Every one likes very much. The Medical School, course, quite 
separate from all the other departments and has separate classification. 
The Medical School catalogues its own books, this not done the 
central library. 

Miss Ray: May ask what the medical libraries which are sec- 
tions larger collections case books which are used more 
than one section. Are books duplicated are readers sent one 
another the difficult for both reader and librarian, 
yet cannot avoided because are not allowed duplicate. 

Miss Wildes from Yale: have the same difficulty. For ex- 
ample: the Journal Biological Chemistry which used both the 
medical students and also the other students. The medical library 


one end the other regular students don’t want come 
the medical library and the medical students don’t want the 
other. 

Dr. Farlow: There doubt about it, there should two 
three copies book. impossible have only one copy when 
several people want it. Difficulties must met practical way. 
The idea which has been brought out, mind, this discussion 
that the medical library longer the tail the dog. have 
been small part literature and attention was paid us. 
have now grown literature 200,000 300,000 volumes—we are 
self-contained. ought not depend classification made 
men general education long ago. This discussion great value 
shaping our library systems classification. should express our 
own impressions. Because man medical man because book 
medical book does not mean that not important. ought 
have our own way administering these problems. 

This was also discussed extensively Mr. Ballard, Col. 
Garrison, Miss Noyes, Mrs. Rosa Hibbard 
Following the discussion was voted print the report Mr. 
Ballard special number the Bulletin, together with the former 
classification, and index it. The report was accepted unanimously. 

Mr. Perry Fisher then moved the adoption the classification 
standard, recommended medical libraries, particularly those 
the process formation. This was seconded Col. Garrison and 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Ballard drew the attention the meeting book printed 
1823, which showed the beginning the history classification— 
Edwards’ Memoirs Libraries. Mr. Ballard said that librarian 
following this would find concise and helpful any the 
present day. 

was moved Col. Garrison that should print parallel 
columns classification German quoted Mr. Ballard with the 
standard classification that may distributed moderate price. 
This was was also suggested that Mr. Ballard’s article 
sent the American Library Association Journal. 

vote thanks was then given the members the committee 
Standard Classification for their efficient service. 

poll the libraries was taken regarding the type classifica- 
tion used with the following result: Surgeon General’s Library, 
College Physicians, Philadelphia, Academy and Kings 
Cutter, Dewey, 13; Lib. C., Boston Medical Library, 
was suggested that the standard classification Mr. Ballard 
could modified for use University Libraries adding letter for 
and classing under it. 

committee consisting Col. Garrison, Mr. James 
and Dr. John Ruhrah was appointed get out library manual 
for the use medical librarians and others interested. 


The program was continued Round Table Reference Aids, 
the discussion being opened Mrs. Grace Myers, the Treadwell 
Library. She was followed Col. Garrison who spoke the Index 
Medicus, Dr. Reik, who spoke about the American Institute 
Medicine, and Dr. Andrew MacFarlane, Albany, who spoke 
Nelson’s Loose Leaf Service. This was followed the report the 
Secretary and Treasurer, the Publication Committee and the Manager 
the Exchange. unanimous vote thanks was then given Dr. 
Streeter for his generous gift $250.00 the Treasurer the 
Association. The president appointed Mr. Charles Frankenberger and 
Dr. William Browning Auditing Committee, and they reported that 
they found the Treasurer’s accounts correct. 
The following officers were then elected: 
President, Dr. Barker, Baltimore, Md. 
Vice-President, Dr. Wylde, B., Montreal, Can. 
Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. John Ruhrah, Baltimore, Md. 
Executive Committee, Lieut. Col. Garrison, Washington, 
Mr. James Ballard, Boston, Mass. 
Perry Fisher, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Finance Committee, Dr. Streeter, Mass. 

Mr. Robert, New York City. 

Dr. William Browning, Brooklyn, 

Miss Lillia Trask, New York City. 
Publication Committee, Dr. John Ruhrah, Miss Marcia Noyes. 


Manager the Exchange, Miss Marcia Noyes, 1211 Cathedral 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Dr. Browning said that the association was failing receive rec- 
ognition, that notices were ignored the association was regarded 
local one, because its name. moved that the name amended 
adding “of America,” making the name the association “The 
Medical Library Association America.” 

This was seconded and unanimously carried. Owing the pro- 
vision Article VII the Constitution (“The Constitution and By- 
Laws may amended annual meeting the three-fourths vote 
those present, notice the proposed amendments having been sent 
each member least four weeks before the annual meeting’’) this 
will have presented the next meeting. 


Mr. Fisher presented seal the Society, which was referred 
the Secretary with power act. 


The following members were then 


NEW MEMBERS. 
Library Baylor University, College Medicine, Dallas, Texas. 


Canton Medical Library Association, City Auditorium, Canton, 
Ohio. 


Dalhousie University, Medical Library, Halifax, 
Hospital Library and Service Bureau, Ontario St., Chicago, 

University Manitoba Medical Library, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada. 

University Oregon Medical School Library, Box 721, 
Portland, Ore. 

Orleans Parish Medical Society Library, 1551 Canal St., New 
Orleans, La. 

St. Louis University School Medicine, 1402 Grand Ave., 
St. Louis, Mo. 

University Tennessee, College Medicine, 879 Madison Ave., 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Tuberculosis League Pittsburgh, Bedford and Wandless Sts., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Western University Medical School, London, Ontario, Can. 

INDIVIDUAL. 

Mrs. Josephine Brin, Bexas County Medical Society, Lexington 

Mrs. Brin, Texas County Medical Society, Lexington 
and Oakland Sts., San Antonio, Texas. 

Dr. Wm. Bullard, Marlboro St., Boston, Mass. 

Dr. Charles Elsberg, 58th St., New York City. 

Dr. Andrew MacFarlane, 274 State St., Albany, 

Dr. George Monks, Commonwealth Ave., Boston, Mass. 

Robert Noble, Surgeon-General’s Office, Washing- 
ton, 

Miss Jane Grey Rogers, 1551 Canal St., New Orleans, La. 

Dr. Philip Roy, 1200 Massachusetts Ave., W., Washing- 
ton, 

Dr. Charles Williams, 50th St., New York City. 

Col. Wylde, McGill University, Montreal, Can. 

was also decided print the headquarters, 1211 Cathedral 
Street, Baltimore, Maryland, the official stationery under the name 
the Association. The Secretary was given permission appoint 
assistant get more new members, and such other duties may 
needed. was further decided print the Constitution and By-Laws 
the Association the manual issued the Association. 
was also decided provide the services stenographer for future 
meetings, the discussions could taken down for publication. 

certain amount discussion brought out the point that the 
Association should have more publicity, and was suggested send 
the transactions the more prominent medical journals and that they 
asked include the Medical Library Association America, and 
the date its annual meeting the list other national associations. 


the suggestion Mr. Ballard question subject headings 
was referred the permanent library committee library methods 
report the next meeting. was further suggested Col. 
Garrison that there should notes and queries column 
Bulletin, which members are urged send contributions. Mr. 
Frankenberger suggested that the program and notices meetings 
should published the various medical journals. 


The meeting then adjourned. 


Following the adjournment the meeting the members and 
guests were entertained luncheon the President, Dr. John 
Farlow, after which the members inspected the building the medical 
library and the Massachusetts Historical Society next door. 


The meeting then adjourned the Harvard Medical School 
Library, where there was inspection the various libraries the 
Harvard Medical School, following which tea was served the library. 


EVENING MEETING 


The evening session was called order the President, Dr. 
John Farlow, who delivered his Presidential Address. This was 
followed Dr. George Huntington, New York City, who spoke 
“Some historical facts concerning the catoptron Johannes 
and the superimposed anatomical plate during the early 
part the 17th was illustrated with numerous lantern 
slides. Dr. Huntington’s address was followed paper Dr. 
Malcolm Storer, Boston, entitled “Interesting medical medals.” 
Votes thanks were given Dr. Huntington and Dr. Storer for their 
papers, and Dr. Farlow and the Boston Medical Library for their 
hospitality during the meeting. 


Following the program there was some discussion concerning the 
relation the American Institute Medicine, and the other agencies 
doing such research work medical libraries. This was opened 


Mr. Frankenberger and discussed Miss Trask, Miss Noyes, Col. 
Garrison and others. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 1921 


Tuesday, June 1921, the following program was carried out: 
Boston Public Library, Copley Square. 


exhibit rare medical items had been spread the exhibition 
room the Boston Public Library (special libraries floor). The 
exhibit was specifically epidemiological, the essential literature fevers 
from Hippocrates Lancisis, with few sections such Plaguem 
Syphilis, Venesection catalogue was provided. Mem- 
bers were shown through the departments the Library, special 
permission the Librarian, who personally explained various things 
interest relating the building. 


Those attendance the meeting were: 

Dr. Andrew MacFarlane, Miss Carolyn Cady and Miss Frances 
Ray, Albany; Mrs. Myers, Miss Frances Whitman, 
Mr. James Ballard, Dr. Farlow, Miss Anna Holt, Miss Helen 
Curtis, Boston; Miss Metta Loomis, Miss Catherine Mac- 
Auliff, Chicago; Miss Gladys Timmerman, Syracuse; Miss Ethel 
Goff, Detroit; Miss Marjorie Wildes, Miss Amanda Brugger, New 
Haven; Miss Herriette Bell, Waverly; Mrs. Pearle Hedges, 
Nashville; Miss Louise Ophiils, San Francisco; Miss Margaret Brin- 
ton, Des Moines; Miss Jean Cameron, Montreal; Miss Lila 
Trask, Miss Edyth Miller, Dr. Dickerson, Dr. George 
Huntington, Miss Elizabeth Schramm, Mr. Robert, Dr. 
Williams, New York City; Dr. George Hickley, 
Dr. William Browning, Mr. Charles Frankenberger, Dr. and Mrs. 
Washington; Mr. and Mrs. Perry Fisher, Mr. Greene, Dr. 
John Purdy, Philadelphia; Mrs. Rosa Hibbard, Kansas Dr. 
Taylor, Wilkes-Barre; Miss Blogg, Miss Harriet Blogg, 
Dr. John Ruhrah, Miss Marcia Noyes, Miss Louise King, 
‘Baltimore; Mrs. Helen Tiesler, Rochester, Minn.; Dr. Albert 


REPORTS READ THE BOSTON MEETING, JUNE 1921. 
SECRETARY’S REPORT. 

have library members, which have joined the last 
year. library member has resigned. There are individual 
members, which have joined the last year. Fifty-nine library 
members have paid for 1921, and individuals. There one library 
member arrears for 1920 and under suspension. 

Nine new library members. 

One library member suspended. 

One library member resigned. 

Seven new individual members. 

One individual member reinstated. 

Four individual members resigned. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 
May 15, 1920-May 23, 1921. 
RECEIPTS. 
Balance Seaboard Bank, May 15, 1920 
Library and Individual 


Contribution from Dr. Streeter 
Bulletin Subscription 


328.03 
885.00 
$1,464.03 


EXPENSES. 


420.00 


19.25 


Balance Seaboard Bank, May 23, 624.02 


$1,464.03 
REPORT EDITORS THE BULLETIN. 
Cost PUBLICATION. 
May 15, 1920-May 23, 1921. 


10, No. and July and Oct., 1920, 54.00 


10, No. April, 1921, not out. 

The appended lists show the amount material handled during 
the year headquarters and the stars show the three libraries that 
provided material for lists sent from the Exchange, but where the 
actual distribution was done the library all three in- 
stances the material provided was excellent grade. 

Want AND Lists, 1920-1921. 


Duplicates 
Duplicates 
*University California Medical School and Duplicates 
*Vanderbilt Library Duplicates 
DoNATIONS RECEIVED THE 1920-1921. 
Children’s Hospital Washington, 102 Books 
Medical and Chirurgical Faculty Books, Unb. 

Books, transactions and bound 248 
Unbound journals, reprints and 1,105 
transactions and bound 1,141 
Unbound journals, reprints 834 


From Sources, 1920-1921. 


Books, transactions and bound 1,389 
Unbound journals, reprints 


Boston Medical Library. 

Cincinnati Hospital Library. 

Cleveland Medical Library Association. 
Clifton Springs Sanatorium Library. 
College Physicians Phil. Library. 
Columbia University Library. 

Dalhousie University Library. 

Hartford Medical Society Library. 
Harvard Medical School Library. 
Hennepin County Medical Society Library. 
Henry Ford Hospital Library. 

Iowa State Library, Medical Department. 
Grosvenor Library. 

Jefferson Medical College Library. 

Johns Hopkins Hospital Library. 

Kings County Medical Society Library. 
Lane Medical Library. 

Luzerne County Medical Society Library. 
Magill University Library. 

Mayo Clinic Library. 

Medical College Virginia Library. 
New York State Department Health Library. 
New York State Library. 

Rockefeller Foundation Library. 

Rush Medical College Library. 

School Hygiene and Public Health, Johns Hopkins University. 
State University lowa, lowa City. 
Toronto Academy Medicine Library. 
Trudeau Sanitorium Library. 

University California Library. 
University Louisville Library. 
University Illinois Library. 
University Maryland Library. 


University Michigan Library. 


University Minnesota Library. 
University Nebraska Library. 
University Oregon Library. 
University Pennsylvania Library. 
Vanderbilt University Library. 
Washington University Library. 


3,327 


MEDICAL CLASSIFICATION 
James 


his presidential address before the Medical Library Associa- 
tion, May 21, 1920, Col. Garrison pointed out very clearly the differ- 
ence between subject bibliography and shelf classification, dif- 
ference which should constantly born mind medical librar- 
ians and their assistants. the following report your Com- 
mittee, the word Classification understood meaning 
shelf classification only. 

Classification has for its object the bringing together, far 
possible, books, monographs and pamphlets given subject, 
bearing mind that, although impossible place together 
‘the shelves all the material the library relating given sub- 
ject, complete list what the library has offer any subject 
can always found the card catalog. 

Subject bibliography well cared for the modern systems 
cataloging where one can indulge minute analysis and make 
many cards are necessary properly catalog the contents 
any particular work. 

The time seems appropriate for formulating standard policy 
regarding subject headings for medicine and allied subjects. list 
standard headings could compiled, such the Library 
Congress list for general knowledge, which would the great- 
est help, particularly the younger workers our medical librar- 
ies. would suggest that this matter referred the Committee 
Library Methods for consideration. 

good classification scheme should understandable and 
simple possible. should broad scope, and yet elastic, 
permitting extension without dismemberment, and capable 
being skeletonized. should logical arrangement and adapt- 
able simple uniform notation, which should easy read, 
write and Notation and classification are closely re- 
lated, and dependent considerable extent each other. 
the classification too minute, the notation becomes too compli- 
cated and very apt misread the public. well re- 
member that cataloging and classification are the means used 
place before the public the resources the library, and this 
respect simplicity decidedly virtue. 

Special classifications should made meet the needs 
particular fields knowledge. much better for the special 
library have its own scheme than try and adapt one the 
large systems its needs. From Conrad Gesner (1548) and 
Francis Bacon (1623) James Duff Brown (1914) classifiers have 
differed. The great systems Dewey, Cutter, Library Con- 
gress, Brown, and others, have been formulated cover the whole 
field knowledge, and consequently are not particularly adapted 


for medical collection. these systems biology, medicine, 
science, sociology, and other collateral material are separated, 
whereas medical scheme these subjects should coordinated 
and brought under one notation. For example, the Dewey 
System, with ten grand divisions, seven contain subjects considered 
necessary medical scheme. The contains subjects 
medical interest twelve its grand divisions. ‘The decimal 
system notation, account its decimal character, not 
adapted medical scheme. speaking decimal systems, 
may interest call attention the fact that early 1856, 
years before the Dewey System, Shurtleff Boston pub- 
lished treatise entitled decimal system for the arrangement 
and administration The Brown System with ten large 
groups has medical subjects eight them. 

The large systems, far medicine concerned, are not 
consistently developed. The treatment the biological sciences 
usually very full, too much so, and the other medical subjects leave 
much desired. 

After careful consideration, has been considered advisable 
eliminate the general systems classification and recommend 
refer toa classification, published Warsaw 1823, and contained 
the “Krebsbuchlein” Elpenos, which herewith reproduced 
for the purpose comparison, and interesting note how 
close comes our modern ideas medical classification. 


Mathematica. 
Physica. 
Chemia. 
Zoologia. Historia naturalis. 
Mineralogia. 
Logica. 
Anthropologia. Philosophica. 
Psychologia. 
Metaphysica. 
Materia medica. 
Pharmacia. 
Formulare. 
Osteologia. 
Myologia. 
Syndesmologia. 
Splanchnologia. Anatomia. 
Angiologia. 
Neurologia. 
Physiologia. 
Pathologia. 
Therapia. 
Semeiotica. 


10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 


24. Chirurgia medica. 

25. Cursus fasciarum. 

26. Cursus operationum. 

27. Ars obstetricia. 

28. Toxicologia. 

29. Medicina forensis. 

30. Praxis clinica interna externa. 
Technologia. 


The scheme the Boston Medical Library considered 
your Committee meet the requirements necessary for medical 
classification previously noted. was originally based that 
the Index Medicus, which, according Col. Garrison, was 
modeled after the plan Dr. Farr. recent years, has been 
elaborated and thoroughly revised conform modern advances 
medicine. has been built upon broad basis without bias 
any kind. differs from that the Index Medicus one very 
important point, namely, bringing together under one heading, 
far possible, all material given subject. Everything re- 
lating organ system organs, whatever nature, 
anatomical, physiological, pathological, clinical surgical 
one place, while the Index Medicus scheme the material scat- 
tered through number sections. the Boston Medical Li- 
brary scheme, the sections biology, anatomy, physiology, prac- 
tice medicine, pathology, bacteriology, therapeutics, surgery and 
pediatrics are general character. This arrangement has proved 
most satisfactory for the needs the physician and surgeon, and 
the same time has been great value the special worker. 


The notation very simple one; figures are used for the 
grand divisions, letters for sub-divisions, and each work given 
arbitrary number. Ninety per cent the classes have only two- 
unit symbol, the others having three, and present there are 
four unit classes. This notation system has stood the test 
easily understood and correctly copied the readers, and inex- 
perienced attendants can get the books without any particular 
knowledge languages, authors medicine. 


The scheme has been adopted Harvard University for its 
Medical School Library, the Rockefeller Foundation for the 
Peking Union Medical School and the Forsyth Dental Infirmary 
Boston for its dental library. The adaptability the scheme 
well shown the last instance, where all sections except dentistry 
were skeletonized using only the first class each division, and 
the section dentistry was expanded considerable extent 
care for large dental collection. Your Committee recommends 
the adoption the Boston Medical Library classification the 
standard for this Association. 


its meeting 1921 this recommendation was adopted and 
was voted that skeleton scheme published with the report 
the Committee. 


BOSTON MEDICAL LIBRARY 
Condensed Medical Classification Scheme. 


General Reference Works. Dictionaries. 
History Medicine. 

Biography. 

Collected Works. 

Manuscripts. 

Special Collections. 

Medical Education. 

Biology. 

Zoology. 

Human Anatomy. 

Embryology. 

Histology. 

Microscopy. 

Comparative 

Human Physiology. 

Comparative Physiology. 
Physiological and Medical Chemistry. 
Metabolism and Nutrition. 

Theories, Principles and Essentials Medicine. 
Experimental Medicine. 

Practice Medicine. 

Pastoral Medicine. 

Popular Medicine. 

Special Practices Medicine. 
Clinical Medicine. 

Diagnosis and Serniology. 

Chemical, and Microscopical Diagnosis. 
Physical and Instrumental Diagnosis. 
Radioscopic Diagnosis and Radiography. 
Pathology. 

Comparative Pathology. 
Bacteriology. 

Parasitology. 

‘Infectious Diseases. 

Cerebrospinal Meningitis. 

Diphtheria. 

Influenza. 

Measles. 

Pneumonia. 

Acute Poliomyelitis. 

Scarlatina. 

Smallpox. Variola. Varioloid. 
Vaccinia. Vaccination. 

Tuberculosis. 

Typhoid Fever. 


Venereal Diseases. Gonorrhea. Syphilis. 
Disorders Metabolism. 
Constitutional Diseases. 
Unclassified Diseases. 
Intoxications. 

Lymphatics and Ductless Glands. 
Internal Secretions. 

Circulatory System. 

Digestive System. 

Genito-Urinary System. 

Urinary Organs. 

Male Generative Organs. 

Sexual Organs. Functional Disorders. 
Locomotor System. 

Orthopedic Surgery. 

Nervous System. 

Respiratory System. 

Medical Geography. 

Tropical Medicine. 

Diseases Cold Countries. 
Therapeutics. 

Pharmacology and Materia Medica. 
Pharmacy. 

Remedies Other Than Drugs. 
Dietetics. 

Electrotherapy. 

Nursing. 

Radiotherapy. 

Serotherapy. 

Surgery. 

Tumors. 

Wounds, Injuries and Accidents. 
Gynecology. 

Obstetrics. 

Pediatrics. 

Nutrition Children. Infant Feeding. 
logy. 

Otology. 

Dentistry. 

State Medicine. 

Hygiene. Preventive Medicine. 
Public Hygiene. 

Personal Hygiene. 

Military and Naval Medicine and Hygiene. 
Medical Jurisprudence. 
Toxicology. 
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Medicine. 
Natural History. Botany. 
Science. 

Sociology. 


37. Inaugural Dissertations and Theses. 

38. Directories, Almanacs and Kindred Publications 
Reports. 

40. Public Documents. 

41. Periodicals and Serials. 

42. Publications Societies and Institutions. 


From the practical standpoint the medical librarian, 
probably not advantageous make use skeleton classification 
the great majority cases, just easy use the large 
scheme the beginning the small one, and the work then 
done once for all. Even there are only two three books 
section, they are all brought together and are easily found, great 
help both the reader and the librarian. 

short, contracted scheme adopted the beginning, 
inevitable, growing library, that must sooner later 
expanded, necessitating much changing numbers and revising 
the shelf-list, whereby the original labor lost. 

this report going press, are informed that the Boston 
Medical Library Classification has been adopted the Pittsburgh 
Academy Medicine, and that being used the Library the 
American College Surgeons for the filing all reprints, clippings, 
special bibliographies and abstracts. 


THE STORER COLLECTION MEDICAL MEDALS 


gives great pleasure address you, very briefly view 
the heat and the lateness the hour, upon the subject our 
collection medical medals, chiefly because among the more seri- 
ous topics that occupy your attention may worth while 
cast passing glance into one the byways medical knowledge 
that very fittingly, think, finds place medical library. 
many medical history has fascination all its own and per- 
sonally have found the collecting medical medals most de- 
lightful way which study that history. 

how many medical medals there are. When father, Dr. 
Storer first began collect data about them ex- 
pected that the time had described few hundred the field 
would have been exhausted. believe now has notes some- 
thing like 8,000 and the end not yet. Our collection one the 


largest existence, being rivaled only that the Surgeon Gen- 
eral’s Office, that bequeathed the University Vienna the 
late Dr. Joseph Brettauer, distinguished ophthalmologist 
Trieste, and that the University Pennsylvania. each 
these collections there are about 4,000 medals. number friends 
the Library have presented with medals, but the bulk our 
collection has come from Dr. Storer, who 1901 gave his 
magnificent collection memory his father, Dr. David Hum- 
phreys Storer, late Professor Obstetrics Harvard. Dr. Storer 
for many years found the study medical numismatics pleas- 
ant alleviation the tedium life semi-invalidism and now, 
his 92nd year, facile princeps authority the subject. 
Some twenty titles attest his literary activities this field while his 
magnum opus, yet unpublished, entitled “THE MEDALS, 
JETONS AND TOKENS ILLUSTRATIVE THE SCIENCE 
MEDICINE” will the last word upon the subject. 
Among previous writers have been 
MEDICIS AUT PHYSICIS MERITORUM 


NUMMORUM PERCUSSORUM. 1823, brought 
date Duisburg, Danzig, 1868. 


KLUYSKENS: LES HOMMES CELEBRES DANS LES 
SCIENCES LES MEDAILLES QUE CONSE- 
CRENT LEUR SOUVENIR. Ghent, 1850. 


PFEIFFER RULAND: PESTILENTIA 
1881. 


rather impracticable show medals well any ap- 
paratus unable have exhibit upon the screen and must 
ask any you who are interested look them Holmes Hall 
the floor above. With the aid collection such this 
can study medical history from the earliest times. For instance the 
coins Epidaurus, the place where the magnificent statue 
Aesculapius was found some years ago and where the cult that 
demigod was especially flourishing, bore his head early 360 
C., did those Cos. Many the Greek cities have their 
coins references medical nature. Throughout Roman times 
Juno Lucina frequently appears coins, referring generally 
some happy royal accouchement, while Salus Hygeia was very 
frequent device, referring probably the recovery from illness 
some member the reigning house. Roman history marvellous- 
depicted its coins, they had regular types, but inces- 
santly issued new devices relating the events the day. Hygeia 
generally has beside her serpent, emblematic vigilance, drink- 
ing from the ever renewed chalice wisdom. Unfortunately mod- 
ern artists their zeal for art sometimes astray their clas- 


sicism and thus recent medals sometimes find the serpent 
drinking from chalice that has mysteriously become converted 
into lamp and now lighted—a somewhat precarious repast. So, 
too, other errors have crept in. The staff Aesculapius, properly 
ever blossoming club, larger one end than the other, en- 
twined the single serpent knowledge, can seen all 
the old coins and contemporaneous statues, has these latter days 
somehow been changed many instances into the wand Mer- 
cury, straight slim wand with two winged serpents, which has 
all with Aesculapius. Dr. Storer has pointed 
out, this unfortunate, Hermes Mercury was, inter alia, the 
God Thieves. Certain would-be humorists have said that the 
drug Mercury largely used medicine, perfectly proper 
that the god Mercury should regarded its tutelary diety— 
hardly dignified plea, think. rather interesting that while 
are having the wand Mercury adopted the American 
Medical Association and the Medical Staff their emblem, 
men the British Medical Service wear the proper staff Aescu- 
lapius. Perhaps commentary American carelessness 
details. 

With the rivival art about 1450 begin get modern 
medical medals, the first ones, perhaps, being struck honor 
distinguished physicians. Men frequently ask how medical 
medals come struck. Well, variety ways. have 
suggested they may mark homage beloved master got 
the occasion man’s retiring from practice the like, 
they may prizes given medical schools, which case they 
often bear the head the donor person whose honor the prize 
founded. they may mark the foundation anniversary 
some medical school hospital. Another large class are the medals 
struck ‘connection with medical congresses societies, varying 
artistic pretentiousness from cheap badges really beautiful 
medals, which turn are often honor the most distinguished 
physician the city where the congress held, such some 
the medals Virchow Pasteur. Another large class are medals 
commemorative epidemics given reward for services 
epidemics. This subject has been exhaustively treated Pfeiffer 
and Ruland their “Pestilentia Nummis.” Vaccinnation 
sub branch epidemics has given rich series, especially 
Jenner, who, judging the number his medals seems have 
appealed strongly the Germans. Under epidemics might 
include talismans amulets worn ward off disease. have 
one immense rarity Queen Elizabeth said have been highly 
efficacious against the plague. Another curious “raven ducat” 
Poland was given filings medicine for children and also 
helped difficult how not stated. Allied talismans 
are the interesting touch pieces little gold and silver medals 


hung about the necks sufferers whom the Stuart sovereigns 
“touched” for the King’s Evil, scrofula, which have nearly 
complete series, the gift Dr. Parks Weber London, who 
halved his fine collection between our own and that the British 
Museum. 


Every field medicine represented. For instance, the 
medals McDowell and Tait and Pozzi call mind Gynecology 
and Obstetrics, does our probably unique medal St. Elizabeth 
Hungary which further interesting commemorating the 
foundation the first purely gynecological hospital. Leeuwen- 
hoek, Pasteur and Theobald Smith testify activity microscopy 
and bacteriology does that Roger Bacon, who, has recently 
been claimed, used some kind microscope the twelfth cen- 
tury. Charcot and Krafft-Ebing will represent nervous diseases, 
and Politzer interest the aurists, while Virchow, Hyrtl and Roki- 
tanski recall the glories German and Austrian pathology. 
internal medicine have many medals Aesculapius, Hippo- 
crates, Galen and Celsius, while more modern times the number 
distinguished clinicians legion, that surgeons, ranging 
from Vesalius and Paré down. John Hunter and Morgangi may 
stand for the anatomists and Redi for the biologists. regret that 
there medal Johannes Remmelinus which Dr. Hunting- 
ton has discoursed learnedly. 

Should one interested the medical history the United 
States, for instance, much could learned from the study the 
medals such men McDowell, Benj. Rush, Francis, David 
Nicholas Senn, Rupert Blue, William Osler, Agnew, 
Hayes, Davis, Pancoast, Weir Mitchell, Valentine Mott, 
Chapman, mention only few the names that occur me. 

Should confine our attention still more narrow field, 
namely Massachusetts, many worthies very considerable im- 
portance will found have been honored. may mention 


Henry Bigelow, the medal whose honor this moment 


being conferred for the first time the Boston Surgical Society 
upon Dr. Mayo, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Storer, 
Thayer, now, alas, Baltimore; Rupert Norton, Joseph Warren, 
revolutionary days; Asa Gray, the botanist, who was D.; 
President Eliot, honoris causa; Clara Barton, the Red 
Cross; Chadwick, late president the Library; Louis Agas- 
siz, Howe, Sargent, Winslow Lewis, Jackson for 
the discovery ether and also Morton for the same; Theobald 
Smith, William Rimmer, the artist, and many others. 


might expected, quacks and irregulars have furnished 
host medals, issued chiefly for advertising purposes, while Den- 
tistry, Phrenology, Anaesthetics, Homeopathy, Mineral Waters, 


Chiropody and Orthopedics merely hint the subdivisions which 
those interested might find much reward their researches. 


Medical medals the personal kind are generally struck 
gold for presentation the man whose honor they are issued, 
and silver for lesser dignitaries concerned, and bronze for the 
subscribers which make them possible. Their issue often jeal- 
ously guarded, but they have way leaking out. Possibly the 
artist may strike off copy two for his private collection, and 
such surreptitious ‘copies sometimes come into the market. 
have medal which only one copy was supposed have been 
struck, the dies then being destroyed, for wealthy amateur who 
wished have the only specimen. would have troubled that 
gentleman, now dead, very much had known the second copy 
the artist made, which now our possession. Asa rule, societies, 
which recent years have issued medals have been extremely 
good letting have copies, appreciating the importance the 
collection and that after all rather flattering have desire 
their medal. 

forming our very valuable collection Dr. Storer has had the 
aid several famous foreign numismatistis. The Dr. Brettauer 
have mentioned gave him liberally from his collection, among 
which was perhaps unique medal Dr. Valentine Mott New 
York. Dr. Weber London was also very generous and was 
Dr. Raphael Blanchard Paris, while many artists, both home 
and abroad, have been another source gratitude. Mr. Victor 
Brenner, the medalist New York, Prof. Tait Mackenzie, the 
skillful Canadian surgeon and sculptor, and Tony Szirmai Paris 
are among the artists who have very thoughfully presented the 
library copies their medical medals. 

closing this brief talk; should any your admirers 
ever get medal the honor any one you, let implore 
you for the sake the nerves future numismatistis have 
stated the medal whom represents. the past many issuers 
medals have apparently thought that the lineaments their be- 
loved master were well known mankind that future genera- 
tions would recognize them glance and have had the medal 
clue whom represented. course, the case any 
one you there would such difficulty, but can assure you 
there are few things more tantalizing than hold your hand 
old medical medal and yet have not the slightest idea whom 
honored. Even the medal Dr. Chadwick has name it. 


THE BULLETIN 


This number the Bulletin twenty-four pages includes the 
July 1921 April 1922 numbers, and will complete the volume 11, 
New Series, this publication. matter regret that circum- 
stances, financial and otherwise, are such that the usual four numbers 
could not issued. With the increased number members, which 
gives larger income, trust that the future the customary four 
numbers will issued regwarly and promptly. Having four 
the year will afford space for few additional articles, and few 

news notes and comments, which would urge members send 

without waiting for any special invitation. are particularly anxious 

publish news items concerning the various personnel libraries 

belonging the Association, and also reports any special gifts and 

bequests, which are always great interest, and the knowledge 

which stimulates others further generosity. The Editors the 

Bulletin are all times anxious have expressions opinion from 

members, and wish suggestions for additions improvements. With 

the hearty co-operation the various librarians and members ought 

possible get out live periodical great interest. Without 

the co-operation the gathering news items practically impossible, 

have way knowing what going the various centers. 

With the new volume the Bulletin begins its twelfth year, which the 

longest period life for publication devoted the same aims and 

purposes this country. The fact that has lived longer than its 

predecessors would seem indicate that fills certain need, and 

seems also evidence the vitality the Association which 

The Medical Library Association now entering its twenty-sixth 
year with larger membership and more active meetings than ever 
before, and with exceedingly bright hopes for the future. trust 
that every member, library and individual, will try make some effort 
make the twenty-sixth meeting the best that the Association has 
ever had. 

Miss Hallie Wilson, Ashland, Nebraska, will very glad 
hear any vacancies any the medical libraries. Miss 
has had six years experience the College Medicine, University 
Nebraska, and one the Leland Stanford University, the Lane 
Medical Library. 

Lieut. Col. Fielding Garrison, for over thirty years associated 
with the Surgeon General’s Library, and whose splendid work for 
medical bibliography and medical history too well known our 
readers need any comment, sails July for the Philippines, where 
will spend the next three years. 
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